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For Immediate Release 

 

Mitsubishi Power and El Paso Electric to Develop Roadmap toward 

Carbon-Free Energy Mix by 2045  

 

Companies will jointly develop projects to reach El Paso Electric s clean energy goals: 

• Develop a hydrogen roadmap 

• Achieve 80% carbon‐free resource mix by 2035  

• Develop roadmap to 100% carbon‐free energy mix by 2045  

 

LAKE MARY, Fla. (October 20, 2021) – Mitsubishi Power Americas, Inc. (Mitsubishi Power) and El Paso 

Electric (EPE) have signed a joint development agreement (JDA) creating a collaboration framework to 

jointly develop projects that will enable EPE to achieve its clean energy goals. The JDA extends EPE’s 

commitment to reducing carbon emissions by replacing carbon-intensive assets with a combination of 

renewables, storage and power generation using hydrogen to meet the growing demand for clean, 

affordable and reliable electricity. 

 

The JDA will develop strategies and alternatives to attain an 80% carbon-free resource mix by 2035 and 

develop a roadmap to achieve a 100% carbon-free energy mix to meet EPE’s future customer needs by 

2045, all in a manner that provides a safe, reliable and affordable energy supply to EPE’s customers. The 

JDA will focus on 

• Developing a hydrogen vision and roadmap for EPE to generate carbon-free energy across its 

overall power generation fleet 

• Developing a strategy to convert EPE’s Newman Power Station’s newest unit from being fueled by 

100% natural gas generation to a blend of up to 30% hydrogen, then to eventually being fueled by 

100% hydrogen for carbon-free power generation 

• Supporting the resource planning process with the integration of hydrogen and carbon-free 

resources 

• Evaluating future regional transportation, commercial and other industrial sector coupling 

opportunities to promote decarbonization and economic growth 
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“El Paso Electric is committed to advancing innovative technologies and customer-focused strategies to 

serve our communities in a reliable, affordable, sustainable manner,” said Kelly A. Tomblin, President and 

CEO, El Paso Electric. “Consistently, we have announced the goal of 80% carbon neutrality by 2035 and the 

pursuit of 100% by 2045. Signing this joint development agreement will support those important goals.”  

 

EPE has demonstrated this commitment by becoming the first utility in Texas and New Mexico to eliminate 

coal generation from its energy mix in 2016.  

 

“Our JDA with Mitsubishi Power will establish a powerful partnership that will focus on identifying, 

developing, and executing projects to reduce overall carbon emissions while improving reliability from our 

energy generation portfolio. We will engage additional partnerships to pursue other initiatives that will spur 

economic growth for our region,” Tomblin added.  

 

In January 2021, as part of EPE’s commitment to cleaner and more sustainable power generation, EPE 

selected Mitsubishi Power’s 228 megawatt (MW) Smart M501GAC enhanced response (SmartER) gas 

turbine. This gas turbine will enable EPE to triple its renewable energy portfolio, maximize responsiveness 

to the intermittency of renewables with rapid dispatch capability, and reduce carbon emissions. The gas 

turbine is also hydrogen capable for deeper decarbonization in the future. 

 

Paul Browning, President and CEO, Mitsubishi Power Americas, said, “We have 25 years to decarbonize 

electric power, which makes us all part of ‘The Power Generation.' We believe that during the energy 

transition, utilities will need total decarbonization solutions that leverage multiple technologies. That’s why 

we’re excited about entering into a JDA with El Paso Electric to collaborate on long-term planning, 

technology, integration, implementation and support for their journey toward a carbon-free power generation 

and energy storage mix. Together with our customers, we are creating a Change in Power.” 

 

# # #  

Read more about Mitsubishi Power’s decarbonization solutions: 

• Puget Sound Energy Partners with Mitsubishi Power to Develop Renewable Energy Storage Solutions 

• Mitsubishi Power and Entergy to Collaborate and Help Decarbonize Utilities in Four States 

• Intermountain Power Agency Orders MHPS JAC Gas Turbine Technology for Renewable-Hydrogen Energy Hub 

• Mitsubishi Power Cuts Through the Complexity of Decarbonization: Offers the World’s First Green Hydrogen 

Standard Packages for Power Balancing and Energy Storage 

• Mitsubishi Power Helps Diversify and Decarbonize the Illinois Power Grid: Ships the First JAC Gas Turbine 

Manufactured in America to J-POWER USA’s Jackson Generation Project 

https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210119.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210119.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210119.html
https://www.changeinpower.com/
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210429.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20200923.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/200310.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20200902.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20200909.html
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• Capital Power Orders Two Mitsubishi Power JAC Gas Turbines to Help Achieve Net Carbon Neutral Goal 

• Advanced Clean Energy Storage Project Invited to Submit Part II Application for up to $595 Million Financing from 

U.S. Department of Energy for Proposed Hydrogen Hub and Long-duration Renewable Energy Storage Project 

• Mitsubishi Power and Texas Brine Join Forces on Large-scale Hydrogen Storage Solutions to Support 

Decarbonization Efforts in the Eastern United States 

 

Communications Contacts 

Christa Reichhardt 

Mitsubishi Power 

+1 407-484-5599 

Christa.Reichhardt@amermhi.com 

 

Javier C. Camacho 

El Paso Electric 

+1 915-487-4753 

Javier.Camacho@epelectric.com 

 

About Mitsubishi Power Americas, Inc. 

Mitsubishi Power Americas, Inc. (Mitsubishi Power) headquartered in Lake Mary, Florida, employs more than 2,300 

power generation, energy storage, and digital solutions experts and professionals. Our employees are focused on 

empowering customers to affordably and reliably combat climate change while also advancing human prosperity 

throughout North, Central, and South America. Mitsubishi Power’s power generation solutions include gas, steam, and 

aero-derivative turbines; power trains and power islands; geothermal systems; PV solar project development; 

environmental controls; and services. Energy storage solutions include green hydrogen, battery energy storage 

systems, and services. Mitsubishi Power also offers intelligent solutions that use artificial intelligence to enable 

autonomous operation of power plants. Mitsubishi Power is a power solutions brand of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, 

Ltd. (MHI). Headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, MHI is one of the world’s leading heavy machinery manufacturers with 

engineering and manufacturing businesses spanning energy, infrastructure, transport, aerospace, and defense. For 

more information, visit the Mitsubishi Power Americas website and follow us on LinkedIn. 

 

About El Paso Electric Company 

El Paso Electric is a regional electric utility providing generation, transmission, and distribution service to approximately 

446,000 retail and wholesale customers in a 10,000-square mile area of the Rio Grande valley in West Texas and 

Southern New Mexico. 

https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20201223.html/
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210511.html
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/news/20210512.html
mailto:Christa.Reichhardt@amermhi.com
mailto:Javier.Camacho@epelectric.com
https://power.mhi.com/regions/amer/?utm_source=bw&utm_medium=release&utm_campaign=boilerplate
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mitsubishi-power-americas/

